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Strategies employed by female technological
students regarding gender discourses: A
comparison between female fine arts majors and
engineering majors

Yu, Shu-Hua

Abstract

Vocational training has long been considered in Taiwan as an educational system of secondary
importance, despite the government’s recent effort to establish polytechnic universities nationwide hoping to
change the social sentiments. A female polytechnic student suffers restrictions not only as a “vocational
student” but also as a “woman” amid gender discrimination. Such a double restriction surely makes an
enormous impact on a college girl’s academic pursuit. By comparing female students in fine arts departments,
which feature all-female classes, against those in engineering departments where each class comprises no
more than three girls, this study is expected to delve further into the strategies employed by female
polytechnic students regarding gender discourses. In this study, data is collected by means of interview in two
stages. First, female fine arts students were interviewed in three focus groups, each made up of five girls.
After conducting 1-2 interview sessions with each focus group, 15 female engineering students were
interviewed on a one-on-one basis. The information collected was mostly analyzed following the
phenomenological analysis steps proposed by Richard H. Hycner (1985): (1) Read through all the
records/texts to understand and grasp the overall concept in each of them; (2) Discover meaningful units from
the information collected; (3) Clearly identify how each unit of meaning demonstrates itself; (4) Integrate all
units of meaning before dividing them into two groups, one addressing generalized topics and the other
specific ones; (5) Create the overall context of topics. The findings from this study are: 1. Female fine arts
students adopt such gender strategies as “get close with boys” (as a buddy with boys, a flirt, or someone
resembling a younger sister); “imitate boys” (as a gender-neutral person or a Tom boy); “compete against
boys” (as an ambitious, career-minded woman); “be popular with boys” (i.e., adopting the ladylike,
vulnerable and fragile qualities of femininity). 2. The gender strategies employed by female engineering
majors include “make oneself more feminine”, “be a cheerleader and encourage girl friends to compete
against boys”, “possess both masculine and feminine qualities”, “volunteer to serve as a boy’s secretary,
taking as good care of him as possible” and “get stronger than boys and become an honorary man”. By
comparing the polar-opposite gender situations, this study explored the following discourses: 1. The
distinctiveness of gender roles constructed under varied gender situations; 2. The coerciveness and
independence embodied in strategies regarding gender discourses; 3. The female engineering majors’

resistance to gender roles; 4. The justifiability of females entering the fields of technology.

Keywords: gender stereotype ; strategies regarding gender discourses
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The Practice of Borderline Voicing by Female
Artists——Liu Yi-Lan

Y-C Nadia Lin

Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the life story of a plain non-academic female artist in Kaohsiung - Liu Yi-Lan
(1966-). Through narrative interview of qualitative method, this paper allows the interviewee to tell her
exploration of the individual and experiential world, and her life experience truthfully. By exploring the
narration of one’s life story, this paper expects to probe into a deeper story and profound cultural meaning. “A
creation that interprets life, a life that interprets creation” is the main axis of Liu Yi-Lan’s creation. She gazes
herself with full concentration and records herself in an attempt to conduct an inner dialogue with herself.
Hence, this paper focuses on understanding how painting becomes a space for self manifestation of females
through Liu’s life story, and further identifying the female experiences and predicament faced by female

artists.

Keywords: life story, female artist, life experiences
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The Description of the Interactions Between Male
and Female Who Are In Non-Marriage
Relationship of Taiwanese Poverbs Abridgement

Shih-Chia Huang

Abstract

People who formerly live in Taiwan put emphasis on the interactionsof male and female who were in
non-married relationship. Therefore, peoplecautioned males and females about the traditional ethic standard
whch they mustfollow through Taiwanese poverbs. The descriptions of these poverbs whichportrait the
interactions between males and females are the best reflections ofthe social surroundings at that time. They
are also the rules of the interactionsof males and females who live in the traditional soceity. After the trial
oftime over three to four hundred years, these poverbs, to the modern Taiwanesesociety, mostly retain the
function of instructing and also inspire me in anobvious way. The essay is discussing about the content of
these standard andrules including the three aspects: taboo of sexual behavior before themarriage, the
interactions between male and female who are in non-marriage relationship,and the issue of polygamism. The
essay also includes the research ofinteractions between males and females in modern soceity as comparison.
Everythingcovered in this essay is expected to appear the meanings and inspirations ofthese Taiwanese

poverbs to modern soceity.

Keywords: Taiwanese poverbs, the relationship between male and female,

non-marriage relationship
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To Analyze the Males in Chang Cheh's Masculine
Knight errant Movie “The One-Armed Swordsman”

Chen, Yun-Chi

Abstract

The research was discussed with the following viewpoints,To Analyze the Males in Chang Cheh's
Masculine Knight errant Movie “The One-Armed Swordsman™:1, Chang Cheh's idea of "Masculinity"; 2,
Males and Chivalrous of “The One-Armed Swordsman”; 3, “The One-Armed Swordsman”aesthetic to men's
violence; 4, “The One-Armed Swordsman™'s father-image and father complex;5, Comparing “The One-
Armed Swordsman”Fang Gang's Experience with Chang Cheh;6,Defective hero— —Fang Gang of “The One-

Armed Swordsman” and Yang Guo of Jin Yong's “The Giant Eagle and its Companion”.

Keywords - aesthetic, Chang Cheh, Knight errant Movie, The One-Armed Swordsman , violence
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